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Many of the resources featured in 
this presentation are available by 
using your New Jersey State 
Library membership! 


If see you see this icon 
next to a resource 
during this 
presentation it means 
you may be able to 
access it though the 
library for free: 
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Part one: Choosing a destination 


• Websites to 
consult. 

• Travel books. ■ 

LIBRARY 

• Travel sections in 
media sources. ■■ 

LIBRARY 

• What is your 
budget? 
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Websites to consult. 


Wikivoyage 



https ://www. wikivoyage . org/ 


“Wikivoyage is a free web-based travel guide for travel destinations and 
travel topics written by volunteer authors. It is a sister project 
of Wikipedia and supported and hosted by the same non-profit Wikimedia 
Foundation. Wikivoyage has been called the "Wikipedia of travel guides".” 
from / 


Many destinations are covered and include information on local sites, food, 
and other attractions. Information for staying safe and getting out are also 
included. 
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VirtualTourist 


Virtual 
Tou ris t -/ 

Real Travelers - Real Info 

https : //www. vir tualt our ist . com/ 


“VirtualTourist is a worldwide travel community where real travelers and 
locals share real travel advice and experiences. As one of the largest 
sources of unbiased, user-generated travel content in the world, 
VirtualTourist is the premier resource for travelers seeking an insider's 
perspective.” From: https://www.virtualtourist.com/ 


While not run by a non for profit organization like WikiVoyage, virtual tourist 
can be an excellent place to receive tips from fellow travelers on sites to see 
and what not to miss. 
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Travel Guide books and eBooks 



This is where the New Jersey State Library can 
step in to be of assistance! 


• Get copies of travel books from our physical 
collections or eBooks online with your library 
card at eLibraryNJ 

Not finding the books you need for your trip? No 

problem! 

• If you are a Thomas Edison University staff 
member/student or a New Jersey state employee, 
you can request a copy using the library’s Illiad 
inter-library loan service. You can even request 
for the item to be sent directly to your work office. 

• If you are a New Jersey resident you can request 
copies using our JerseyCat interlibrary loan 
service. We check the holdings of many other 
New Jersey Libraries to see if we can have the title 
shipped here for you to pick up and check out. 
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Travel Guide books and eBooks 



LIBRARY 

• This is where the 
New Jersey State 
Library can step in 
to be of assistance! 

• We also offer free 
eBooks and 
audiobooks. 

• Using electronic 
books while 
traveling allows you 
to have lighter 
luggage! © 
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Travel Guide books and eBooks 


eLibraryNJ 


LIBRARY 


« Member Libraries 


eLibraryN/ I 


a downloadable digital media collection provided 
by ibranes m central New Jersey (formerly ListenNjJ 



P 


f - r Ia 

w ro*n mus '---JR 

MtniLLM ■ 

1,000 I 

Places " 
To#See| 
Before * 
You Die 


KIAIMIi SM uM» El HI IMS 


nmii i % in 11 / 


Sample 


1,000 Places to See Before You 
Die 

Completely Revised and Updated with Over 200 New Entries 
by Patricia Schultz 

this title can be borrowed for 14 days, 
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Borrow 
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The world’s bestselling travel book is back in a more 
inhjftnativ#, mora expert* ntol, more budget Inendly Mbcolor 
edition. A =rl New York Dmes bestseller, PCWF^jtres reinvented 
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Available formats 


Kindle Book 


OverDrive Read 


EPUB eBook 


PDF eBook 


Subjects 


Nonfiction 


Travel 


Copies 

- 

Available; 

4 

Library copies: 
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Travel Guide books and eBooks 


Ebsco eBooks 
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Travel sections in media sources 


The New York Times offers great travel tips and 
suggestions. 

• Gain access to older articles using the State Library’s New 
York Times databases. 

• You can also access the travel sections of other various 
magazines and newspapers either in the library or though 
its various online database subscriptions. 

If you are especially indecisive about locations to visit I 
recommend checking out the New York Time’s annual 52 
places to visit list. 
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What is your budget? 


It can be a good idea to research 
hotel, restaurant, public 
transportation, and attractions 
prices ahead of time. 

Sometimes booking far in advance 
or last minute can save costs. 

usnews.com publishes a great 
online guide where you can sort 
destinations in order of 
affordability. 

Also check prices for different 
destinations at different times of 
the year as they can change. 



Check foreign exchange rates as 
well for foreign countries, 
currently the US dollar is doing 
well, but this can always change. 
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Part two: Choosing when to go 

• Weather sites and considerations 

• International calendars of events 
Pricing related factors 
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Weather sites and considerations 



If visiting a destination where you 
intend to go to the beach or swim, 
it is good to look up historical 
weather data and ocean 
temperatures first. Also keep in 
mind that certain warm weather 
locations also go through 
hurricane and typhoon seasons as 
well. 

• Drg is great 

for looking up ocean temperatures. 
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International calendars of events 

• It can be a great idea to check in advance of any 
upcoming festivals, local holidays, or events you may 
like to attend while traveling. Certain events can also 
increase the cost of visiting certain destinations. 

• If you are an art lover check the scheduled exhibits at the 
local museums of the location you are planning on visiting. 

• If you are a food lover consider making reservations for the 
most popular restaurants months in advanced. 
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Pricing related fa ctors 


Be aware many tourist 
destinations have a 
“high” or busy season 
and a “low” or more 
quiet season. Booking 
on the “shoulder 
seasons” can be a way 
to get great weather 
and save some money 
on accommodation and 
airfare fees. 
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Part three: Finding the (least expensive) airfare 
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Google flight search 
• Kayak 
Skyscanner 

A word on frequent flyer programs 
• Churning 
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Google flights 


Uses Google- 
acquired flight 
software called ITA. 
It allows you to 
enter multiple 
origins and search 
over a wide stretch 
of time to find the 
lowest prices. 
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Kayak 

Kayak offers an aggregated search to find flights. It also allows for flexible 
dates. Additionally it can be used for hotel, cars, package vacation and more. 



KAYAK Hotels Flights Cars Packages Activities More ▼ 


Trips Sign in Sign up 


Find Flight Deals 


Round-trip Oneway Multi-City 


Trenton (TIN) 


Boston (BOS) 


1 adult, Economy 


■ Include nearby Show airport map ■ Include nearby Show airport map 

Exact dates ± 3 days Weekends 


Depart Q Depart 

Return Q Return 


Hide flexible dates ^ 
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Skyscanner 

Think of skyscanner as the European answer to Kayak. It 
can be used to search many of the low-cost airlines that 
serve Europe such as RyanAir, Volotea, Easyjet, etc. If 
traveling to Europe many of these flights can be less 
expensive than using a train or bus to travel between 
European cities. 
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Map 
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A word on frequent flyer programs 

An entire subculture and hobby centered around getting 
free or discounted airfare by utilizing various frequent 
flyer programs offered by different airlines has 
emerged. 

• Many amass airline miles or points which can then be 
used to airfare. 

These miles and points are earned by purchasing airfare 
or in some cases by signing up for credit card offers. 

• There are several blogs and online forums devoted to 
flying for free by “churning” through credit offers for 
various airlines. 

• https://www.reddit.eom/r/churning/ 

• http://thepointsguy.com/ 

• www.flyertalk.com 
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Part four: Finding 
accommodation 


Kayak 

Last minute hotel booking 
The rise of vacations rentals 

• VRBO 

• AirBNB 

• Tripadvisor 

• Couch Jflfincr 


Hostels 
Bed and Brea 




ts 


Agro-tourism 
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Kayak 


Kayak can be an excellent choice for searching many online hotel 
booking websites at one time, (booking.com can be better for 
international destinations occasionally) 


KAYAK Hotels Flights Cars Packages Activities Moire ▼ 


Trips Sign in Sign up 


Find Hotel Deals 


I 


0 Check in (3 Check out 1 room, 2 guests 


(J) Sign in to unlock up to 35% savings with Private Deals. 

Search 


Sign up to access recent searches anywhere 


More options 
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Hotel Tonight apps 

Only available via IOS, Windows or Android apps, not online! 

Book Tonight, Tomorrow or 7 Days Out and many times gets very 
discounted rates. Can be great for making a very last minute booking. 
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The rise of vacations rentals 


In recent years the trend of both individuals and 
companies renting out their properties directly to 
tourists has been on the increase. Some examples of 
trustworthy apartment rental websites include: 

• VRBO.com Vacation rentals by owner 

• Airbnb.com Offers rooms, shared spaces, and private 
apartments 

• Homeaway.com Vacation rentals by owner and companies 

• Flipkey.com Vacation rentals by owner and companies 

• Tripadvisor.com Vacation rentals by owner and companies 

While generally safe please always consult reviews for 
individual apartments. 
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The rise of vacations rentals 


Pros 

You typically have more 
space than a hotel room. 

Can be less expensive 
than hotels. 

Commonly includes a 
full kitchen for cooking. 

Can be located in 
unique areas and offer 
different 

accommodations 

• You may be able to 
travel and experience 
the location more like a 
local resident. 


Cons 

• Does not have a staff 
to help you with basic 
services such as 
cleaning or room 
service. 

May sometimes offer 
accommodations that 
are not as tidy and 
designed for travelers 
as hotels. 
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The rise of vacations rentals 



Examples of interesting vacations rentals around the world 
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Couch Surfing 



https :// www. couchsurfing, com/ 

Couchsurfing is a service that 
connects members to a global 
community of travelers. 

Use Couchsurfing to find a place to 
stay or share your home and 
hometown with travelers. 

Couchsurfers organize regular 
events in 200,000 cities around the 
world. 

It’s free 
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Hostels 

Many are available to all age groups. 

Mostly shared basic rooms and 
bathrooms 

Can be inexpensive to stay though not 
much less than hotels or vacation rentals 
if traveling with more than one. 

Usually charges per person. 

There are travel guides devoted to 
traveling in hostels. SB 

LIBRARY 

Can be a great way to meet fellow 
travelers. 

• Dm, wikivoyage, or 

local travel books can be a great place 
to find reviews and listings. 
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Bed and Breakfasts 


Bed and Breakfasts can also be an excellent choice for 
those that enjoy mingling with other guests and staying 
in a cozy and friendly atmosphere 

There are travel guides devoted to traveling in B&B’s. ® 

• Two great websites for finding bed and breakfasts 
around the world are: 

• http://www.bedandbreakfastworld.com/ 

• http://www.bedandbreakfast.com/ 
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Home Exchange 

“Your Exchange can be anything you want it to be. Plan 
it on your time, travel where you want, on your schedule. 
Partner with like-minded Members to get everyone’s 
ideal vacation. Travel your way and live like a local. Over 
65,000 members. 

• https : //www. homeexchange . com 





Agro-tourism 


Agriturismos 

Many countries now have 
agriturismos where guests 
stay in housing located 
directly on farms. Typically 
guests get to eat foods or 
wines created directly on 
site. These places are 
gaining in popularity in 
Europe, the United States, 
and Australia and New 
Zealand. 


WWOOFing 

• Founded in 1 97 1 , World 
Wide Opportunities on 
Organic Farms, or 
Willing Workers on 
Organic Farms. As 
opposed to 
agroturismos, tourists 
typically take part in the 
farm chores in 
exchange for 
discounted or free room 
and board. 
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Agro-tourism links 

www.calagtour.org Find a 
California farm or ranch 
to visit for enjoyment and 
education. 

agritourism, eu/ Your 
guide to farms, country 
cottages, farmhouses, 
country hotels and more! 

ww.agriturismo.it Your 
Guide to quality farm 
holidays in Italy 
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WWOOF links 


wwoofinternational.org Live 
and Learn On Organic 
Farms. Volunteer exchange 
on sustainable and organic 
farms and properties. 

www.wwoof.net/ Volunteer 
help exchange on organic 
farms in 100+ countries 

https://wwoofusa.org/ 

Produces a printed 
directory of organic 
farmers in the United States 
who participate in WWOOF 
programs. 
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Part six: Travel hacks. 

This collection of tips will give allow you to “hack” your travel, or in other 
words, it might help your travel experience be easier and more efficient! 
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Travel hacks : Trip organizing sites and apps. 


Tripit 

Tripit is a website 
and corresponding 
smartphone 
application designed 
to organize and store 
all your travel plans 
in one place. You can 
even set it up to scan 
your email and add 
travel plans 
automatically add 
events and trips to 
your account, (kinda 
creepy but they 
assure privacy). 
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Travel hacks : Communicating while abroad 


Getting in touch with friends, 
family, or work used to be 
difficult. Now many online 
services can offer free or heavily 
discounted communication 
options so long as you have a 
smartphone and WiFi. . . 

Google Voice/ hangouts 
Skype 

• www.onesimcard.com/ 

facetime 
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Travel hacks : Communicating while abroad 


Google Voice/ Google Hangouts 

• Available for Android and IOS devices as 
well as PC and Apple computers. 

• Allows you to setup a free online phone 
number. 

• This phone number can be used to place 
free calls in and to the US using only WiFi 
or cell phone data plans. 

• Calls to your Google Voice phone number 
can be forwarded automatically to your 
computer or another forwarding number. 

• Make free video calls to others with a 
Google account. 


P 

What's a Hangout? 

Invite friends to a free video 
chat, anytime, anywhere. 

Learn more 


Flickr Photo by AJC1 - creative commons 
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Travel hacks : Communicating while abroad 




for savvy 
travelers 


TM 




SimCard 


Limnu M A IVi 


www. onesimcard. com/ 

Many modern smart phones such 
as IPhones and many Android 
phones come from their carriers 
“unlocked”. 

Unlocked means you can remove 
and insert sim cards from other 
mobile carriers. 

OneSimCard provides you with an 
international phone number and 
data plan that works in over 200 
countries. Many times their fees 
are less expensive than 
international calling plans 
provided by US carriers. 
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Travel hacks : Navigating while abroad 


While many like to experience “wanderlust” when traveling 
some still like having the help of taxis, digital maps, and GPS 
to help them find their hotel and other attractions. 

In recent years in order to access digital maps on your 
smartphone you had to have WiFi or a data plan available 
which could be very difficult or expensive depending where 
in the world you were, but now a few apps have been created 
which allow you download maps for offline use. 

• My Google Maps 

• Google Maps for Offline use 

• City Maps to go App 

• Uber 

• Public Transportation directions 
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Travel hacks : Navigating while abroad 


My Google Maps 
Google Maps for Offline use 
CityMaps2Go App 

• Google maps now allows users to 
create custom MyMaps which store 
points of interests such. Travelers 
can use this plot out destinations in 
advance of their trip. 

• The smartphone versions of Google 
maps also now allows for 
downloading sections of maps for 
entire cities or regions so that they 
can be used without the need of 
data. This is a godsend for travelers 
in countries without data or WiFi 
connections that need directions, 


P-p'd'O! 
Owiyi | 
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• CityMaps2Go is another option for 
carrying a digital offline map that 
work with your device’s GPS and 
does not require data to work. 
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Travel hacks : Navigating while abroad 






Uber 

• Uber ride sharing and taxi 
service has expanded to 
many countries in Europe, 
Asia, the Middle East, and 
other locations. Frequently 
dealing with traditional taxis 
in foreign countries can be 
difficult so it might be worth 
it to investigate using Uber 
while you are abroad. Note 
you need data or consistent 
Wi-Fi for this to work. 

Public Transportation 
directions 

• Google maps gives excellent 
public transportation 
directions in most large 
international cities. This 
makes getting directions 
much easier while traveling. 
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Travel hacks : Flights/ Airport 


• Global entry and Fast Track 

If you are someone that despises 
waiting in line at airport security 
or is a frequent flyer there are two 
new programs that can help. 
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TsaPreCheck 

• With a 5 year, $85 
membership, you can 
speed through security 
and don’t need to remove 
your shoes, laptops, 
liquids, belts and light 
jackets at APPROVED 
AIRPORTS. 

Global Entry 

• All the benefits of 
TSAPreCheck plus allows 
"pre-approved, low risk" 
travelers an expedited 
means of clearing 
customs upon reentering 
the country. This has a 
$100 fee. 
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Travel hacks : Flights/ Airport 

• Seat Guru 

Travelers and frequent flyers love to review things from hotels to airlines. 
Because of this it isn’t surprising that a website exists that specifically rates 
individual seats on airplanes. You can enter in your date and flight number 
and a chart will appear which has user-submitted comments for individual 
seats on the plane. The comments sometime warn of a broken table tray, 
limited leg room, or extra space due to being an emergency exit row. 




Travel hacks : Flights/ Airport 

Flightview 


• Available both as a stand alone 
website and as a smartphone 
app, Flightview allows you to 
track your airplane flights like a 
professional pilot. 

• You can see average travel times 
for your flight, be alerted of any 
delays, and see exactly where on 
the globe you plane is before it 
arrives to your airport! 
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Travel hacks : Accessing blocked content from home 


Many online video 
streaming services 
including: 

• Netflix 

• Verizon/ Direct TV/ 
Comcast Xfinity Apps 

• Many Sports Apps 

Block access to their 
content if they detect you 
are longer in the United 
States. 

• But there is a work 
around! 



You can still be a couch 
potato when you travel if 
you’d like. . . 
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Travel hacks : Accessing blocked content from home 

In order to still be able to 
access blocked content you can 
use a service call a Virtual 
Private Network or “VPN” to 
make it appear you are actually 
accessing the content from the 
United States. 

VPN’s can be purchased as a 
monthly fee and used on 
computers or smartphone. 



There are many apps available 
which may allow free trial use of 
VPNs as well. 


Netflix has gone on record as 
allowing the use of VPNs by it 
customers. 
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Travel hacks : Navigating foreign language and currency Issues 



• Want to brush up on your language 
skills of the location you are visiting? 
The library offers several databases 
designed to help you learn 
vocabulary and improve your 
speaking skills in hundreds of 
foreign languages. 


Pronunciator from the 
Library Bfi 

LIBRARY 

Rosetta Stone ii 

LIBRARY 

Google Translate 


The Google Translate smartphone 
application is a powerful tool you 
can use to translate speech, signs, 
menus, or text in real time! 
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Travel hacks : Navigating foreign language and currency Issues 


Currency conversion 
and obtaining foreign 
currency while abroad. 

http://www.xe.com/curr 

encyconverter/ 

Find out local costs in 
guidebooks or on 
websites such as 
http://www.budgetyourt 
rip.com/ 
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Travel hacks : Navigating foreign language and currency Issues 


A word about obtaining foreign 
currencies while traveling. 

Frequently, the currency 
exchange counters located in 
airports and in tourism centers 
in foreign cities do not offer the 
best exchange rates. 

Many travel experts recommend 
simply using your debit card 
(NOT CREDIT CARD) to 
withdrawal funds directly from a 
safe bank-owned ATM machine 
while abroad. 

Many American banks do 
charge foreign transactions fees 
when withdrawing money from a 
checking account abroad via an 
ATM, but these fees can be 
avoided in many cases by 
setting up a checking account 
with a credit union which many 
times do not charge these fees. 
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Safe Travels! 



Benjamin Saracco 

NJ Reference & Electronic Resources Librarian 
bsaracco@nj statelib. org 
(609)278-2640 ext: 115 
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